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Act One Is Clear and Simple

It prevents adoptive or foster care children from being placed in
homes with individuals, homosexual or heterosexual, who have a
live-in boyfriend or girlfriend. It will ban homosexual couples from
adopting children or serving as foster parents.

Act One Protects Children

Gay or straight, homes with live-in boyfriends or girlfriends are not
good places for foster or adoptive children. That's why the Arkansas
Department of Human Services does not place foster children in
those homes. Act One makes that good policy a state law. In addition,
it extends the same protection to adoptive children as well.

Act One Blunts the GayAgenda

In at least 7 states, gay activists have secured passage of legislation
affirming that they can adopt children or be foster parents. Children
should never be used to advance a political agenda. Arkansas has
no law to prevent adoptive or foster children from being placed
with homosexual couples. Act One prevents gay activists from using
Arkansas’ children to advance their agenda.

Text of Act One

Popular Name: An Act Providing That An Individual Who Is Cohabiting
Outside Of A Valid Marriage May Not Adopt Or Be A Foster Parent Of A
Child Less Than Eighteen Years Old

Section 1.Adoption and foster care of minors. (a) A minor may notbe
adopted or placed in a fosterhome if the individual seeking to adopt or
to serve as a foster parent is cohabiting with a sexual partner outside
of a marriage which is valid under the constitution and laws of this
state. (b) The prohibition of this section applies equally to cohabiting
opposite-sex and same-sex individuals. Section 2. Guardianship of
minors. This act will not affect the guardianship of minors. Section
3. Definition. As used in this act, “minor” means an individual under
the age of eighteen (18) years. Section 4. Public policy. The public
policy of the state is to favor marriage, as defined by the constitution
and laws of this state, over unmarried cohabitation with regard to
adoption and foster care. Section 5. Finding and declaration. The
people of Arkansas find and declare that it is in the best interest of
children in need of adoption or foster care to be reared in homes
in which adoptive or foster parents are not cohabiting outside of
marriage. Section 6. Regulations. The Director of the Department
of Human Services, or the successor agency or agencies responsible
for adoption and foster care, shall promulgate regulations consistent
with this act. Section 7. Prospective application and effective date.
This act applies prospectively beginning on January 1, 2009.

Will Act One affect the ability of single
people to adopt or be a foster parent?

No. It will not affect the ability of single people to adopt children

or be foster parents. It only prevents adoptive or foster children from
being placed with an individual who cohabits with a sexual partner
outside a valid Arkansas marriage.

Will Act One decrease the number
of adoptive or foster homes?

No. Act One will not decrease the number of foster homes. Currently,

the State of Arkansas does not place foster care children in homes where
there is a live-in boyfriend or girlfriend. This act simply takes what is
current state policy and writes it into state law. In addition, it won't
appreciably reduce the number of adoptive homes since cohabiting
couples are usually disqualified from adopting for other reasons.

Will Act One prevent family members
from being able to care
for children of deceased relatives?

No. Act One specifically says it does not affect guardianships.

Family members will still be able to name anyone they choose as the
guardian of their children.

If it passes, will the courts overturn it?
Act One is constitutionally sound. It is patterned after a law that

has been on the books in Utah for several years. Since it applies equally
to both homosexuals and heterosexuals, it does not discriminate.

Why not let the social workers decide
who should adopt or be a foster parent?

Ifwe followed that line of logic, we wouldn't have any adoption or

foster parenting laws. Social workers, like everyone else, are subject to
laws that protect children. Laws provide a necessary guide for social
workers as they evaluate foster or adoptive parents. That's why we
have other laws on the books that govern adoption and foster care.
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